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A Comparative Reading of 

So Kota Manuh and Ice Candy Man 

Pinky Sharma Saikia 

Comparative literature is a rich and dynamic area in the contemporary 

literary scenario. Amiya Dev in "Comparative Literature in India" advocates 

that formulate our own comparative literature with our diversity which is the 

fertile ground for this discipline is to enlarge its periphery. Comparative literature 

in India is based on the diversities and distinctness of literatures in India. 

As India is home to linguistic diversity, the study of comparative literature 

should be an inter-literary process. The literary interaction instead of a binary 

of unity and diversity in literatures must take an inter-literary process. Here, an 

attempt is made to make a textual and culture oriented reading of the texts 

selected for study. 

The paper aims to examine a relationship of the two women characters in 

the two novels of diverse background. The novels taken for discussion are 

Yeshe Dorje Thongchi's Ho Kota Manuah and Bapsi Sidhwa's lceCandy-Man. 

This paper attempts to make a comparative study of the character of Rijumba 

or Anne Nurjulom of Ho Kota Manuah and Ayah Shanta or Mumtaz of lce 

Candy-Man. I would like to show that although these two novels have a different 

setting yet their similarity lies in the fact that both the novels are set in the 

background of two significant historical events of India; one the Chinesce invasion 

of India in 1962 and its effect upon the lives ofMonppa community ofAnunachal 

Pradesh and the other is the harrowing subject of India's Partition. These texts 

can be read under the realm of comparative literature as they bear acute 

interconnections beyond their linguistic and geographical differences. The central 

focus of this paper is to identify and analyse the strength and courage of the 

female characters to stand against their circumstances in life. Both Rijumba or 








