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ABSTRACT: 
Born in 1911 in Uttar Pradesh, Ismat Chughtai is considered to be one of the most prolific writers in 
Urdu literature. Addressing the theme of gender and sexuality, Chughtai tries to bring out the complexities 
that exist in the society which add to various complications. This paper therefore looks at how 
Chughtai goes beyond the poles of normative gender roles at a time when the Indian society was by 
and large patriarchal. The two short stories taken for consideration namely Gainda' and 'The Quilt 
brings out the issues of love, marriage, sexuality, widowhood and queemess which in fact provides 
the readers a prism to observe into the society and its minute details. Taking ideas from Simone de 
Beauvoir's The Second Sex, this paper tries to address the complexities that occur within the bounds 

of gender. 
KEYWORDS: gender, patriarchy, queer, sexuality, society. 

INTRODUCTION: 
Considered as one of the most prolific, outstanding and courageous writers of Urdu literature, Ismat 
Chughtai moves her readers from the comforts of reading to a space where they are forced to think, 
reconsider and question the existing norms of the society. Though Chughtai is considered as a 
controversial writer by many, she asserted a space for herself in the world of literary writings in the 
most upright manner. Born in 1911 in Uttar Pradesh, Chughtai received her education at Agra and 
Aligarh. Born and brought up at a time when the undivided Indian society was largely orthodoxical 
and patriarchal, Chughtai offered scathing and scornful criticism of the society she was a part of. 
Though Chughtai lived in a large and sprawling family, from her childhood onwards, Chughtai mentions 
that she has seen petty jealousies centering on aspects of gender. Though she considers her family to 

be a progressive one, but she states this progression was meant only for the males in the family. 
Kumar and Sadique in the book Ismat: Her Life, Her Times (2000) states: 
Our family was progressive, but this attitude was acceptable only for boys. I was after all just a girl. 
Every woman in the family-mother, aunt, sister-was terrorized. Society had fixed a station for her. If 

she overstepped these limits, she would have to pay the price. Too much education was dangerous. 
(Kumar and Sadique 28) 
This account of Ismat's personal life opens up multiple realities about her family, the society, and the 

times she was living, growing up, observing and writing. Special mention has to be made regarding her 
autobiographical work Kaghazi hai Pairahan (1994), where she mentions a snippet of her childhood, 
an important part of her life as she notes a stepping point towards gaining autonomy from scathing 
patriarchal norms. Chughtai recalls the day when she had to revolt against the family for allowing her 
to undertake higher studies in Aligarh. She braced herself for a showdown with her parents to stand 

firm on her decision, for her right. Looking at her immense passion for education, she was finally 
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